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Located in Toronto’s Don Valley ravine system, Evergreen Brick Works is a
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Project details

revitalization of a 4.9-hectare, century-old brick factory that closed its doors

Community environmental centre, commercial
Non-Profit
Adaptive Re-use
Designed to LEED Platinum
A Green Build tour site

community environmental centre: an international showcase for green design
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and innovation, and a vibrant public space that hosts a farmers’ market and
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retail garden market, plus learning spaces for youth and adults.
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Shading on west face
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Building overhang
Operable windows
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Solar chimney
Thermal draft induced
by prevailing wind or
back-up fan

for

Green Cities

envelope of the new

building includes high-performance

windows with fiberglass frames

[1]. Former

factory buildings

[2]. The refurbished campus of builda former factory [3].

now host community events
ings re-purpose

under floor electrical distribution that accommodates changing technology, automated solar shades along the west facade,
water efficiency achieved through the use
of low-flow fixtures, and reclaimed wood
nal retail entrance is a public contemporary art gallery in support of public art in
the city.

producers and micro-enterprises.
It is innately green since adaptive

401 Richmond
Street West

re-use conserves the energy in
the existing building, reduces the

Map #

need for new construction mate-

20

rials and averts materials going
to landfill. Historical architectural
elements were preserved, including 800 double-hung wood frame
windows. Natural ecology was
brought back through a 6,500 sf
roof garden, green roofs [extensive and intensive], roof composand 40 foot greenhouset.

Owner/Developer Urbanspace Property Group
architects Zeidler Partnership Architects

The Centre for Green Cities, the site’s only new building, houses Evergreen’s
head office and includes the old brick-pressing shed that now serves as the
Welcome Centre. The building contains offices for other like-minded organizations, rooms for workshops, events, and a new café.
On target to attain LEED Platinum status, the project reduces energy consumption and environmental footprint through: a computerized network that
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cy chillers that use collected rainwater to help cool the air, and a greenway

Ventilation patterns
The

efficiency,

ter, porous turf, interior courtyard

RBC Centre

155 Wellington St. West

system of grasses and shrubs that filter sediments from rainwater.
Other features include a green roof, radiant floors, heat recovery from
kitchen exhaust and ventilation air, solar [thermal] chimneys for natural ventithe cooling tower and irrigation.
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maximizes

now houses 140 artists, cultural

energy contained in the original structures.

lation, low-flush toilets, waterless urinals, and cisterns to collect rainwater for

of some of the public spaces.

that

This 200,000 sf heritage industrial building was built in 1899 and

elict buildings with a focus on adaptive reuse that would utilize the embodied

insulated envelope, CO2 sensors to regulate fresh air intake, high-efficien-
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A view
Centre

distribution

controls all lighting, heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems, a highly

C

E

a raised floor system with under floor air

Owner/Developer Lipson Doran Group
architects Stantec Architects Ltd.

Evergreen, a national charity, and its team of partners, reclaimed the der-
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LEED-CI Gold certification partly through

for interior decorative screens. The origi-

20 years ago. The site has been transformed into Canada’s first large-scale

City-funded support provided by Eco-Roof Program,
Live Green Investment Program and Capital
Fund, Toronto Energy Conservation Fund, Toronto
Atmospheric Fund

A

100-401
Wellington
St. West

The rehabilitation of a former sock
factory into a 4,925 m2 office achieved

Owner/Client Evergreen Architects du Toit Architects Ltd. And Diamond + Schmitt
Architects Heritage Architect ERA Architects Landscape Architect du Toit Allsopp
Hillier And Claude Cormier Architectes Paysagistes Inc.
Structural Engineer,
SUSTAINABILITY AND LEED CONSULTING Halsall Associates Limited mechanical & electrical Engineers Stantec Consulting Civil Engineering AECOM General contractor
Eastern Construction Photo [1] Holcim Photos [2,3] Tom Arban

Corus Quay
25 Dockside Dr.

The goals of the 100,000m2,

air, and can be easily reconfigured
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42-storey RBC Centre centred on:

for changing needs in HVAC and
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Improved Human Comfort, Spatial

plug-and-play components. Deep

Flexibility, Energy Efficiency, Water

Lake geothermal cooling provides

Conservation and Sustainable Site

chilled water to the building, elimi-

Development. Exterior sunshades,

nating the need for a dedicated

computer-controlled light shelves

mechanical plant.

One of the world’s most advanced
media facilities, the new 500,000 sf

and

motorized

roller

shades

Corus Entertainment headquarters took

control daylighting. Under-floor

an integrated approach to sustainabil-

displacement ventilation minimiz-

ity. It used virtualization to reduce the

es the mixing of stale air with new

number of servers and innovative lighting

technology.

Digital

Addressable

Owner/Developer The Cadillac Fairview
Corporation Ltd.
architects Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates PC,
Sweeny Sterling Finlayson &Co Architects Inc.,
Architect of Record: B+H Architects

Lighting Interface [DALI] dimmable elec2

3

tronic ballasts, addressable field relays,
occupancy and daylight sensors are controlled through web-based software. The
project achieved a LEED Canada-CI Gold
targeted interior design within a LEED
Canada-CS Gold-targeted base building
in a neighbourhood targeting LEED-ND
Gold under the USGBC Pilot Program.

Owner/Developer Corus Entertainment
architects Quadrangle Architects Ltd.
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